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I | onrad Swalm and Mary Ruhl 
B lived in central Germany; lived 
X / together, we must add, in a 
common law marriage because 
they were too poor to afford a marriage 
license and wedding ceremony. Because 
of their poverty, they decided to emi-
grate to Canada. They left Hamburg, 
Germany, in 1834, narrowly missed 
being shipwrecked off the coast of Green-
land, lost a child to an outbreak of chol-
era, and finally landed at Quebec City. 
F rom there they made their way to Bar-
rie, Ontario (north of Toronto), and 
then walked thirty miles northwest f rom 
Barrie to Dun t roon near the tip of 
Georgian Bay—a walk they made dur-
ing winter, sometimes through three feet 
of snow, and with two children and their 
bedding on their backs. 
But contrary to what must have been 
their expectations, they did not find the 
pot of gold at the end of their rainbow. 
They were given only a small plot of 
ground, sickness continued to plague 
them, and they survived the winter only 
by eating turnips that neighbors gave 
them. 
And so Conrad decided to look for 
employment. He ended by taking work 
in a sawmill eighty miles to the south in 
Markham Township. The mill was own-
ed by Jacob Heise, a deacon in the 
Brethren in Christ church located at that 
place. 
Conrad was attracted to the Brethren 
in Christ—to the men with long hair and 
beards, and to the women with prayer 
coverings—and he wrote letters home to 
Mary about them and their beliefs. 
And Mary came under conviction. 
One day as she was reading her Bible a 
voice told her to go to the brethren and 
sisters at M a r k h a m and to confess to 
them that she and Conrad had never 
been married. So as soon as Conrad 
returned to Dunt roon, they set out 
together to walk the eighty miles to 
Markham. 
On her first Sunday morning with the 
congregation, she took her stand. "Sa-
tan tried to defeat her," one account 
reads, "but she arose and asked for the 
privilege to speak. She told of her mar-
vellous experience up in the woods of 
Nottawsaga. The Holy Spirit accom-
panied the occasion and great rejoicing 
was manifest so that [even] old brethren 
wept aloud and left the room." 
Conrad and Mary were married, and 
returned to Duntroon. They later be-
came members of the church (they had 
been Lutherans before), lived circum-
spect lives, and continue on in history in 
such descendants as E. J . Swalm, 
George Sheffer, Lela Hostetler, Harvey 
Sider, and myself. 
In that story there is much that is part 
of the Brethren in Christ experience— 
the simple, rural background, difficult 
times survived, the conversion experi-
ence, taking one's stand, sins confessed, 
the support of the congregation, and 
more. Literally hundreds of stories of 
this and other kinds may be told among 
us. They should be passed on as a means 
of communicating our faith and transfer-
ring our heritage. 
But why? Why is it important that we 
use these stories to communicate our 
faith and heritage? Let me suggest sev-
eral answers. 
First, it is important to tell those sto-
ries because they give continuity to our 
lives. I assume that all of us reject an 
existentialist philosophy of life. Instinc-
tively we feel that we are part of a chain 
of life that has both a past, a present, 
and a future. We identify easily with 
Alex Haley and his Roots (whether with 
his book or its TV version) as he sought 
for his past, not just in the limited past of 
his family's beginning in the slave days 
of America, but all the way back to his 
ancestral home on the African continent. 
It is the same search for continuity 
that brings people and letters to our 
Brethren in Christ Archives in search of 
their family roots—to find continuity 
with their past. 
My point, of course, is that story tell-
ing, whether on a family or church level, 
helps to fulfill this instinctive search we 
have for the continuity of our lives. Sto-
ries help to bind us to the people of our 
past. 
In the second place, it is important to 
tell stories of our past because they help 
to fulfill a closely related need—establish-
ing our identity. Who are we? We may 
ask this of ourselves, both as a person, 
and as a denomination. Where do we 
come from? How does our past shape us 
in the present? How do the experiences 
of our church past make us different 
f rom other denominations? Unless we 
know something of the answers to these 
questions, we are not likely to be knowl-
edgeable about ourselves or convincing 
to others. 
I think it may be largely questions of 
identity—questions of understanding 
who we are—that lie behind much of the 
story telling that children ask of their 
parents. I suspect that many of you who 
are parents experienced (or are presently 
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Surely there are other media that we can 
use to communicate faith and transfer 
heritage. Can we not do this by sermon, 
by catechism, by prayer and praise? We 
rightfully use all of these, of course, in 
the transferring of faith and heritage. 
But there is something particularly ef-
fective in the story form. I want very 
briefly to suggest three reasons for this 
effectiveness. 
First, stories are usually about indi-
viduals—usually one, sometimes two or 
three. This serves to give a focus, or to 
concretize, the point to be made. In 
story telling, the point is not made in 
generalities or in theological abstrac-
tions that may be difficult for even edu-
cated people, let alone children or new 
converts, to understand. Thus the ele-
ments in the story of Mary Swalm—her 
difficulties, her conviction, her confes-
sion, etc.—are easily grasped because 
they are focused, made visual in a 
person. 
Second, and relatedly, the story form 
is effective because it helps the reader to 
identify with the point to be made. It is 
difficult to identify with a generality, a 
theological abs t rac-
tion. It is easier to 
ident i fy with Mary 
Swalm, even though 
she lived over 100 
years ago. We may 
not share exactly her 
same experiences, but 
we identify with her 
t ime of convic t ion, 
and the courage need-
ed for confession. And 
we can also identify 
with her in her victo-
ries—her confession, 
her resolution to live a 
better life. The Mary 
Swalms of our family 
and church life often meet us at the point 
of our own experiences and often inspire 
us to reach out for something better. 
And third, stories are effective because 
they are attention-getting. They have 
life. They are about live people (or at 
least live at one time). They have plot, 
development, sometimes sudden turns 
of fortune. Stories are not just dead his-
tory or dull sermons. And thus they can 
be effective in communicating faith and 
transferring heritage. 
Finally, I want to urge two cautions. 
First, we must resist the temptation to 
think that only the good and pleasant 
stories will be effective in communicat-
ing the faith, or that somehow the bad 
parts of an otherwise good story must be 
Story Telling from page 2 
experiencing) what Leone and I did 
when our children were growing up. 
Every night we told Karen and Donna 
stories after they were in bed. Some-
times we read them stories. But most 
often they would ask: "Tell us a story 
about when you were young" (as if, of 
course, we were then old people!). 
Without informing her what I was 
after, I asked Donna the other day to 
remind me what stories she remembered 
us telling her at bedtime. She named 
about a dozen or so (stories that we have 
told over and over again), and every one 
of those that she recalled were stories 
that Leone and I had told f rom our 
personal past. 
I suspect that at least in part what was 
going on in Karen's and Donna's minds 
was something like this (although not 
expressed in such sophisticated terms): 
Who are my parents? What are they 
really like? What are the forces that 
shaped their lives and made them what 
they are? Who are these people with 
whom I share my life and who will be 
shaping my life? 
Story telling helps to answer those 
kinds of questions and thus again be-
comes a means of communicating our 
faith and transferring our heritage. 
And third, it is important to tell sto-
ries because they are effective means for 
instruction. That principle has been rec-
ognized everywhere and f rom the earli-
est histories. Story telling was largely the 
way in which the Hebrews instructed 
their children. Parents were to tell their 
children daily and in every place the 
stories of the great saving acts of God in 
their history. And in the telling of those 
stories the children would come to under-
stand and believe. 
But why stories, you may well ask. 
painted out. 
We have done that too often in our 
national histories. Textbooks too fre-
quently assume that a love of country 
can be instilled in the young only if they 
can be led to think that their country 
and leaders of the past were perfect. The 
trouble with that position, of course, is 
that not only is that not the whole truth, 
but those whom we want to persuade 
may come to know that it is not the 
whole truth. We may very well then 
obtain a reaction in a direction opposite 
to what we had intended. 
There is a real danger here in telling 
our church stories. I speak f rom expe-
rience. The strongest negative reaction 
to my own writing comes f rom people 
who have objected to stories I tell in 
which Brethren in Christ people at times 
in their lives have been very human. 
Somehow, the feeling goes, I should tell 
only the good things about our church 
fathers and mothers of the past. 
I intend, however, to continue to re-
sist such reactions. I believe I am biblical 
in doing so. The Bible itself paints even 
the best of its characters in the round— 
warts and all—as the stories of the 
patriarchs, of David, Peter, and Mar-
tha, and many others illustrate. 
The second caution is in the opposite 
direction. There are those who delight in 
telling only the negative stories of the 
past. We recognize in such people a 
rejection of the idea that the past can 
teach them anything or has any meaning 
for their lives. We must tell these people 
that they distort the truth. There are 
"bad" stories to be told, to be sure, and 
we should tell them, but tell them along-
side the good stories and with restraint 
and understanding—just as we wish the 
bad stories about ourselves to be told, 
and told they will be. 
We do have a good faith and a good 
heritage to communicate. Let's work 
well at communicating it effectively. 
Let's tell stories! • 
This article was first presented at the 
annual meeting of the Brethren in Christ 
Historical Society last June. Because of its 
wider appeal to all parents wishing to pass on 
their faith and heritage to their children, the 
Christian Education page editor secured 
permission to publish it in the Visitor. 
Dr. E. Morris Sider is the archivist of the 
Brethren in Christ Church, the author of 
several books on the church's history, and 
editor of the historical society's journal, 
Brethren in Christ History and Life. 
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ometime ago I walked into a 
t ] 1 Christian bookstore and ask-
ed if t h e y h a d B e r n a r d 
-» Ramm's book Hermeneutics. 
The quick-witted clerk re-
plied, "Herman who?" 
The clerk is not the only one asking 
that question. Hermeneutics is a word 
void of meaning for many people. Does 
that matter? Yes, it does. It doesn't mat-
ter that we don't use the word, but it is 
important that we know what it means. 
Why? 
The Brethren in Christ Church, along 
with most Protestant churches, believes 
that our faith and ministry is founded on 
God's Word as found in the Scriptures. 
Paul Schrock 
Congregations expect their pastor to use 
the Bible as the source of his preaching. 
Fellow believers study the Scriptures in 
order to grow in grace. The church turns 
to Scripture for the basis of its faith and 
practice. 
Yet it is possible to hear what God has 
spoken without knowing what he said. 
Here hermeneutics comes in, which is as 
Ramm says, "that theological discipline 
which takes as its goal the proper inter-
pretation of Scripture." So, with our 
faith dependent on our understanding 
of Scripture, the proper interpretation is 
extremely important. Paul in II Corin-
thians 2:17 says that the cardinal sin of 
false ministers is that they abuse, huck-
ster the Word of God. 
There are a number of dynamics to 
consider when studying the Scriptures. 
The Bible was written in a historical 
setting with a different language and cul-
ture, which places a gap between us as 
the readers and the divinely inspired writ-
er. Our method of bridging that gap has 
consequences for how we interpret what 
we read. Also, the process of interpreta-
tion involves both exegesis and exposi-
tion. Exegesis is the discovery of the 
meaning of the text. Exposition is the 
relevant proclamation of the text. If one 
of these is used alone, there is a problem. 
Exegesis alone permits the study of 
Scripture but ignores the implications of 
justice and evil that surround us. Expo-
sition, by itself, may be action without a 
biblical base. 
It is helpful to understand some of the 
issues needing to be considered in an 
endeavor to come to a proper interpre-
tation of Scriptures. We begin by learn-
ing who is the author of the passage. The 
date of writing, the reason for writing 
the letter and to whom the letter was 
written are helpful in gaining a wider 
historical and literary perspective. 
Literary type and style is also signifi-
cant. We don't interpret poetry in the 
same way as prose. Neither do we read 
parables as we do history. Key words 
need to be studied to gain insight about 
their origin, comparative usage and his-
torical development. A word gains great-
er meaning if you begin with its usage in 
the classical language and then move on 
to the Hebrew Bible, the Septuagint, the 
Greek New Testament and the English 
translation. This information can be 
found in a good English commentary. 
Following the study of a passage's 
background, literary style and word 
meaning, the passage should be consid-
ered in its totality to discover its normal 
and natural use. This calls for careful 
consideration of the context. Otherwise 
• 
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challe^ff at 
by Phil Byers 
Of the 14,000 delegates at the Urbana 
'81 Student Missions Convention, ap-
proximately 50 were students f rom Mes-
siah College. Urbana, sponsored by 
Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship, is 
held every three years (the two year 
span—'79-'81—was an exception) on 
the campus of the University of Illinois 
at Urbana. It is the largest missions con-
vention in the world. In fact, it is proba-
bly the largest meeting of Christians for 
five consecutive days in the world. That 
alone made Urbana '81 exciting, but it 
was far more than that. 
Urbana '81 included mass assemblies 
morning and evening with such inspir-
ing and convicting speakers as Samuel 
Escobar, Billy Graham, David Howard, 
Gordon McDonald, George McKinney, 
Robert Munger and Rebecca Pippert. 
Many missionaries also shared testimo-
nies, which evoked laughter and tears 
f rom the audience. In the afternoons 
delegates could choose to attend semi-
nars on any conceivable missions-relat-
ed topic, rap with speakers, see films, or 
visit the nearly 150 missions agency dis-
plays and talk with agency representa-
tives. 
Each of us who were at Urbana 
learned so much so fast, our minds were 
As at past Urbana conventions, Brethren in Christ Missions was among the agen-
cies which staffed display booths at Urbana '81. Shown here talking with students are 
missions representatives Arlene Miller and Dave Brubaker. Elias and Beatrice Ncube, 
Zimbabweans studying at Kansas State University, also helped at the display. In 
addition, Brethren in Christ Missions sponsored two "Models in Ministry" (afternoon 
electives), led by Bob Knapp (Sonlight Ministries, Canton, Ohio) and Dale Stolzfus 
(Bronx, New York). Once again Brethren in Christ Missions participated with the 
Inter-Mennonite Urbana Planning Group in preparation for the convention. 
left spinning. But the thing that impress-
ed me most was that God loves the 
whole world and his primary concern is 
that everyone should come to know 
him. This must become the primary 
concern of every Christian, whether he 
or she serves as missionary or as a vital 
part of the sending church. Every Chris-
tian must seriously consider serving the 
Lord in the uttermost parts of the earth. 
If God leads you to stay at home, then 
you must continue to keep the salvation 
of the whole world as your primary con-
cern. This is done by learning about and 
praying for the world's needs, encourag-
ing and sending out others as missionar-
ies and, as a good steward of God's 
resources, seeing that the resources for 
which God has made you responsible 
are used for him. 
The fifty Messiah College students 
got a vision we hope to spread across the 
campus. I pray that the same vision will 
become epidemic across the Brethren in 
Christ brotherhood. Consider sending a 
delegation f rom your church to Urbana 
'84. • 
Phil is a senior at Messiah College 
and a leader of the World Missions Fel-
lowship on campus. 
INTERPRETING 
from page 5 
word used in different settings. Consider 
Paul's use of the word "law," which he 
uses so flexibly that its particular mean-
ing can only be found by appealing to its 
context. 
Along with these somewhat mechani-
cal aspects are what Ramm calls "special 
factors." No interpretation of Scripture 
is valid unless it gives recognition to the 
work of the Spirit. Some would argue 
that is being too subjective. They fail to 
remember that there cannot be interpre-
tation without an element of subjectiv-
ity. The Holy Spirit is unsurpassable. To 
rely on the Holy Spirit is not an escape 
f rom learning but a vital added dimen-
sion to understanding. 
Interpreters of Scripture must also 
wrestle with the relationship between 
the Old and New Testaments. Some 
people seek to completely isolate the 
two. Other persons seek to place them 
on a par. There is no question but that 
the Old Testament is the Word of God. 
It is the account of God beginning with 
man at creation and then moving to his 
call of the Israelites through Abraham. 
The Old Testament reveals God dealing 
with Israel as his people. The New Tes-
tament is the realization of the Old Tes-
tament. In the New Testament, God 
gives a fuller revelation and sends his 
redemption. The New Testament leads 
us to higher and greater ethical con-
cepts. It contains an increased revelation 
to God and his will for his followers. So, 
as Brethren in Christ, we appeal to the 
teachings of Jesus and the ethics of the 
New Testament as a basis for non-
resistance even though the Old Testa-
ment had its wars. 
Some passages of Scripture are diffi-
cult to comprehend. Peter comments 
that some of Paul's writings are "hard to 
understand" (II Peter 3:16). How then 
does one come to understand them? 
Some seek to interpret such passages by 
private gifts of interpretation. Such ac-
tions ignore the concept of the Body of 
Christ and have the potential of cultism. 
A good hermeneutic principle is for 
Scripture to interpret Scripture. One 
takes the difficult passages and seeks out 
related passages, as well as considering 
the passage in light of what all other 
Scripture says. 
This article is not intended to spell out 
a "Brethren in Christ hermeneutic." I do 
not believe we have such a "grasp" on 
the truth that we can have our own pri-
vate method of interpretation. Yet, I do 
believe we need to have a common 
understanding regarding how we inter-
pret Scripture. It is difficult to be faithful 
interpreters of the Scripture unless we 
are accurate in interpretation. I could 
also hope that we would share the same 
hermeneutic principles in our interpre-
tation, for it is equally difficult for us to 
reach agreement of understanding unless 
we follow the same principles. • 
John Byers is bishop of the Atlantic Con-
ference, and lives in Elizabethtown, PA. 
Brethren in Christ Missions 
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Vaughn (6) and Cameron (3) Deyhle— 
"gradually weaving their way into the 
Japanese school system." 
Missionary Dan Deyhle, serving in Japan, shares con-
cerns he and his wife, Karen, have as their children 
grow and learn in a new culture. 
Deciding what's best 
Dan Deyhle 
We walked into it blindly. Our loving 
Father knew we might not have done it 
had we been able to glimpse the future: 
in September our two boys, Vaughn and 
Cameron, entered a Japanese school. 
Their "yoo-chien" is a combined pre-
school and kindergarten. 
Karuizawa Yoo-Chien is less than 300 
yards f rom the language school Karen 
and I attend. Our schedule coincides 
well with the children's school day, so 
both Karen and I are able to take classes 
and study during the day. We live just a 
few minutes f rom the schools, so the 
children can walk and we ride our bicy-
cles. (This convenience is unusual for 
miss ionar ies in language s tudy—in 
Tokyo most spend many hours daily 
commuting between school and home.) 
It seems to be a good idea to take 
advantage of the high quality of educa-
tion available in Japan. Most Japanese 
children enter at three or four years of 
age, although school attendance is not 
required until first grade. (Parents pay 
for the opportunity to send their chil-
dren to a preschool/kindergarten "yoo-
chien.") Japanese students have about 
twice as many subjects as students in the 
United States; at the completion of high 
school they have attended school 800 
more days than an American student, 
due to shorter vacations and the extra 
half-day on Saturday. Parents eagerly 
support the schools, striving to instill in 
their children the desire to achieve. 
I suppose these are the factors people 
have in mind when they remark that our 
boys are fortunate to have the opportun-
ity to attend a Japanese school. While 
we believe this to be largely true, we 
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must also consider the cost which will be 
placed on Vaughn and Cameron. This 
intensive education in Japan is still 
experimental. While at present the re-
sults seem to justify the methods, future 
generations will give a clearer picture. I 
feel a toll is being taken f rom these 
young lives. Contact with adult family 
members and free play with neighbor-
hood children is sizeably diminished. 
The "sensee" (Japanese teacher) be-
comes for many a surrogate parent and 
the school becomes home. 
Vaughn and Cam are gradually weav-
ing their way into this system. When 
they began they had no experience in the 
language, but with that special gift that 
children have, they are "picking it up." 
There have been some frustrations and 
misunderstandings, but they are still 
eager to be a part. The Japanese school 
year begins in April and we are praying 
that Vaughn will be ready to enter grade 
one with his friends. 
As missionaries, we believe that hav-
ing our children in public schools will 
increase our opportunities to meet Jap-
anese people and to learn about the cul-
ture. But we hope that we will not be 
sacrificing our children for these advan-
tages. Their load will be a heavy one at 
times. Not only will they have a full 
schedule of Japanese studies, they will 
need to study English reading and writ-
ing at home. At some point they will 
have to move back into the American 
school system. 
Beyond these academic issues is a 
larger concern for the future. Will our 
home life be so splintered that we will 
not be able to adequately train our 
children in the ways of the Kingdom? 
We believe that the Lord wants us to 
succeed in this area, but we know that in 
isolated situations it requires resource-
fulness. Our beliefs will not be rein-
forced at school and there will be few 
Christian influences (club programs, Sun-
day schools, reading materials, etc.) we 
enjoyed back home. We want to be able 
to influence other children and families 
in order to win them to Christ; we also 
want to be conscious of the ways in 
which their contrary beliefs may influ-
ence our family. 
Our lives are enriched by being in 
another culture. We are learning that 
total immersion in this new culture has 
its advantages and disadvantages. Pray 
with us that our family and other mis-
sionary families will have wisdom in the 
issues and decisions we face as we raise 
our children in a foreign country. • 
Missionary parents Dan and Karen 














Annual Report 1981 
How beautiful are 
the feet of them that 
preach the gospel of 
peace, and bring 
glad tidings of good 
things! Rom. 10:15 
It was a year of conflict. Hunger strik-
ers died in Ireland. Air strikes on Leba-
non killed hundreds. Thirty died each 
day in Guatemala. Assassins took the 
lives of Anwar Sadat in Egypt and Ziaur 
Rahman in Bangladesh. 
Rich and poor nations talked at Can-
cun, Mexico. Canadian leaders de-
bated a constitution, while economics 
and defense occupied U.S. leaders. 
In a year of great suffering, Menno-
nites contributed vast amounts of 
material aid. They sent over 23.5 mil-
lion pounds of aid to Ethiopia and 
Somalia to assist those displaced by 
conflict. Another 1.3 million pounds 
went to Vietnam and Kampuchea to 
victims of past wars. 
MCC personnel were centered in 
many places of tension, working at 
such tasks as teaching, health ser-
vices and community development. As 
they struggled to meet human needs 
made overwhelming by political con-
flict, they asked what it means to"seek 
peace and pursue it" (I Peter 3:11). 
Reconciliation was a reason for in-
creased aid to Vietnam and Kampu-
chea. For the first time MCC placed 
two workers in Kampuchea and 
launched a drive for school kits for 
its children—hope for little ones who 
have suffered war and repression. 
MCC placed another worker in Pakis-
tan to assist some of the over 2 million 
Afghan refugees there. 
In Central America MCC workers felt 
deeply the violence that has shattered 
the lives of their friends and neighbors. 
In El Salvador and Guatemala death 
tolls totaled over 20,000. MCCers 
searched for appropriate responses to 
repression of human rights, substan-
dard living conditions and terrorism, 
and looked for the day when "the 
effect of righteousness will be peace" 
(Is. 32:17). 
Emphasis was on aid to refugees from 
the conflicts, relating to local churches 
and community-based development 
programs. 
War and economic problems plagued 
Africa. In Chad people were weary as a 
two-year war began to wind down. 
Bitter civil war continued in Angola, 
where MCC hopes to place a small 
team in 1982. 
Sharing a peace testimony was also a 
priority in such countries. In Uganda, 
where intense ethnic, religious and 
political conflict continues, MCC con-
siders a ministry of reconciliation as its 
first reason for the presence of devel-
opment workers. 
in southern Africa MCCers upheld 
conscientious objectors and urged 
North Americans to send letters of 
support. Young women learned 
homemaking skills in a joint MCC-
Brethren in Christ program in Zambia. 
In each program the workers are pur-
suing "what makes for peace and for 
mutual upbuilding" (Rom. 14:19). 
The Middle East continued to be a 
battlefield in 1981. In Lebanon and 
West Bank, Mennonites carried out 
agriculture and water development 
programs that gave hope to people 
paralyzed by uncertainty and threats 
of wider war. In Egypt health, educa-
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MATERIAL AID IN POUNDS 27,891,183 
tion and agricultural personnel 
worked with church and community 
groups. 
The presence of Christian workers in 
Moslem countries experiencing sec-
tarian tensions was one sign that very 
different peoples can work together in 
serving human need. 
A new book by MCC Europe Secretary 
Walter Sawatsky, Soviet Evangelicals 
Since World War II, provided new un-
derstandings of the church in a year of 
widening East/West tensions. MCC 
and Mennonite Board of Missions 
(Elkhart) workers in Ireland shared 
from their Anabaptist heritage of 
peace. A major Europe project was 
assisting European Mennonites in re-
construction after the 1980 Italy 
earthquake. 
In such a world and such a year North 
American Mennonites opened their 
homes to a record number of inter-
national trainees. One trainee, Hans 
Joachim Wienss of Germany, had a 
special assignment through MCC 
Peace Section and European Menno-
nites to share with North Americans 
the rapidly growing vision for peace 
among European Christians. He urged 
the church to "make a service for 
peace in the name of Christ" by speak-
ing against nuclear arms. 
Peace Section joined with the Men-
nonite World Conference Peace 
Committee in focusing on the role of 
churches in their nations. The section 
expanded its role as a resource in 
areas of international tension. 
At home constituents made MCC's 
reconciling work possible by sending 
volunteers and by supporting the work 
financially. Personnel placements 
were at a record high for the second 
consecutive year. Thousands of volun-
teers worked at home in 25 relief 
sales, 80 MCC shops and in grain 
drives. 
In Canada volunteers carried on rec-
onciliation activities not unlike those 
overseas—building bridges of under-
standing through projects in Native 
communities and ministries of hope to 
young people in trouble with the law. 
In MCC U.S. there was growing inter-
est in the Criminal Justice Program 
and in its focus on reconciliation be-
tween victims and offenders, as well as 
in community conciliation efforts led 
by Mennonite Conciliation Services. 
MCC took on full responsibility for 
Appalachia Mennonite Service Pro-
gram, formerly a joint program with 
MBM. 
MCC continues to face many ques-
tions in the new year. Should it grow 
larger in terms of personnel and fi-
nances? How can personnel bring 
hope in the face of large scale, sys-
temic injustice? 
Noting that MCC has worked at un-
heralded tasks in small ways, South-
ern Africa Secretary Nancy Heisey 
Longacre asked in a year-end report: 
"Are we doing enough? Is what we 
offer appropriate? Do we listen well 
enough to local people? Can our pres-
ence be a sign of Christian hope and 
liberation? The year ahead calls for 
rethinking and listening. May we have 
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.. that you and I may be mutually encouraged 
by each other's faith." Romans 1:12 NIV 
Telling our stories 
Following are three stories of persons whose lives 
have been changed by Jesus Christ through the minis-
tries of Brethren in Christ missions and churches: 
Bina Rona: 
"I found out 
Jesus is stronger" 
by Grace Holland 
A little woman came up to me after a 
missionary meeting where I had spoken. 
"Your life sounds really wonderful," she 
said. "I wish I could work for the Lord 
like you do." 
I smiled at her. "I believe the most 
important thing I do is pray," I an-
swered. "All of us can do that!" 
It was during some seemingly fruitless 
years in Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe) that 
the Lord began to show me the impor-
tance of prayer. I saw that if I believed 
what I said I did about God's promises, I 
wasn't doing nearly enough of bringing 
needs and people to him. I began to pray 
specifically and urgently for individuals 
and for things I believed the Lord 
wanted to do. 
Since then I've seen many prayers an-
swered. Some were mine. Some were the 
prayers of others for me. Some were the 
combined prayers of many people. Some 
prayers haven't been answered yet, but 
God is working. The wonderful thing 
about a prayer ministry is that you can 
do it wherever you are. So when we left 
Africa seven years ago, we didn't have to 
stop that part of our work. Now we have 
returned to work "on the spot" once 
again. On our first day back in Zambia 
before moving on to Zimbabwe, the 
Lord allowed me the joy of seeing what 
prayer had helped to accomplish as the 
missionaries worked. 
10 
More than a year ago, through letters 
written by Fannie Longenecker, I learned 
of a mother who was possessed by de-
mons and desperately needed to be 
freed. She was put on my daily prayer 
list. As prayers went up the reports were 
sometimes encouraging and sometimes 
discouraging, but after about a year I 
learned that God had won the victory 
and the woman was free. Bina Rona 
("Mother of Rona," a polite title in 
Tonga custom) was now following the 
Lord. 
Four days ago we flew into Lusaka. 
As Pete Stern was helping us through 
customs, he said, "Oh, by the way, we 
have an interesting situation at our 
house. A student is graduating from the 
University of Lusaka and her family is 
here to see her graduate. They are stay-
ing at our house. The girl is Rona!" 
The family had come along to the 
airport to see the planes, so you can 
imagine my joy as I was introduced to 
Bina Rona a few minutes later. The next 
night I got to hear her testimony at a 
little graduation dinner given by Mim 
Stern. Here is the gist of what she said: 
"At first I was always sick and could 
eat only a few things. Then my daughter 
asked the missionaries to visit me. When 
the missionaries and church leaders came 
I thought they were trying to kill me. 
They were telling me to trust Jesus and 
get rid of the spirit things I had. I 
thought that if I destroyed them I would 
die! Finally I got rid of some of the 
things. The church people kept visiting 
me. They wanted me to say the name of 
Jesus. At first I couldn't but then I began 
to do it. I found out that Jesus is 
stronger than demons! Finally I got rid 
of all the spirit things. I prayed in the 
name of Jesus. Now I am well and I can 
eat many things. I have been delivered 
from the demons. I am so glad to know 
that Jesus is stronger than demons! I 
thank God and the people of the church 
for what they have done for our family." 
God doesn't always bring people 150 
miles on the day you arrive somewhere 
just so you can know he answers pray-
ers, but such an experience surely lets us 
know he is still working. We can be 
encouraged. God is busy and he will 
continue to win the victory as we pray, 
"Thy kingdom come; thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven." • 
In their present assignment, Grace 
and Fred Holland are serving as church 
planting resource persons with the 




by Gibson Siluchaali 
I was born February 6, 1958, in 
Simaubi Village, Choma District, in the 
southern region of Zambia. I was born 
to poor parents: Manuel and Jessicah 
Evangelical Visitor 
Siluchaali (one of my father's five wives), 
the fifth of seven children. I was brought 
up with all types of superstitions and 
traditional beliefs. 
When I was fifteen I went to stay with 
my uncle at Sikalongo Mission. At this 
time sin started growing in me. Insult-
ing, gossiping, jealous, hateful, rude, 
disobedient—I was all of these. Though 
I was religious and a hypocrite, the devil 
could not let me repent and ask forgive-
ness of my sins. 
My uncle was transferred to a pri-
mary school at Simaubi, my original 
home. I became less religious, and sin-
ning became part and parcel of my 
heart. I broke almost all Ten Com-
mandments every day. 
I continued to reject Jesus Christ and 
my hypocrisy continued as I started my 
baptism class lessons at Nakempa Pri-
mary School. After the classes finished, 
I went to be baptized with a humble, 
polite, obedient and smiling face, yet 
inside my heart I was a serpent. There 
was no change of any kind in me. 
I was accepted for Form I at Choma 
Secondary School. This time my behav-
"Our God is a 
God of miracles 
and surprises" 
by Gilbert Gomez 
I was born and raised in Texas. After 
high school graduation, my life began to 
change drastically. During a two-year 
term in the Air Force I developed a 
heavy drinking habit and began delving 
into drugs. As a direct result of this, I 
was discharged. I continued my drink-
ing and spent most of my time in bars or 
walking around high on drugs. Yet, I 
had a deep longing to be free, a hope 
that there was more to living than what I 
was experiencing. This inner yearning 
for meaning led me to San Francisco. I 
reasoned that a change of environment 
would give me a chance to start all over 
again. 
However, soon after arriving in San 
Francisco in January 1972,1 realized my 
own helplessness to change and quickly 
found myself in the same predicament I 
tried to leave behind in Texas. I was 
February 25, 1982 
ior was worse. Sinful friends taught me 
to smoke dagga and I became addicted. 
I continued sinning in Form II. In Form 
III the Holy Spirit started talking to me 
and trying to make me come to a point 
of realization. Sinful as I was, the Holy 
Spirit could speak through some of the 
students who persuaded me to join the 
Scripture Union group. One Tuesday 
evening the leader of the group spoke 
boldly on the second coming of Jesus 
Christ. I was so touched that I could not 
hesitate to tell him that I had come to the 
point of realization of my need for 
accepting Jesus Christ as my personal 
Savior. 
It was time to go to bed so he told me 
to come to his house the following day. 
That night I prayed and, though the 
prayers were not fluent, I am sure they 
were prayers of confession. The next 
day after lunch I dashed to his house. 
There I prayed, confessing my sins, and 
he prayed, committing me to the Lord 
Jesus Christ. From that hour 1 could feel 
myself changing. I could sing as I de-
parted. All my bad sinful habits were 
broken and I was completely changed. 
forced to admit the problem was not in 
my environment, but in me. What mon-
ey I had, I squandered on alcohol and 
drugs. 
In August 1972 I began attending the 
Life Line Mission for a free meal. It was 
worth sitting through an hour-long reli-
gious service for a bowl of soup, dough-
nuts and coffee—especially when that 
was all I had to eat. I was humbled at 
finding myself in such a place and my 
despair intensified as I realized that life 
for me would never have any meaning. 
On the night of September 2,1 disposed 
of all personal identification in my pos-
session as I determined to commit sui-
cide. A life without purpose was too 
unbearable. 
The following day I was still alive and 
I walked to the Life Line Mission for the 
evening meal. After the service I received 
counseling from the director. That night 
I asked the Lord to help me straighten 
out my life and give me meaning and 
direction. Well, God did that and much 
more—he gave me a new life and said, 
"Forget about the old life, for I make all 
things new." 
Jesus Christ became my Lord and the 
Mission became my home. I joined the 
staff and began to learn what it meant to 
be a Christian. The Lord helped me to 
grow as I became involved in Bible 
Now I know the truth and the truth 
shall make me free. I am not ashamed of 
my salvation. I want to promise that I 
will follow wherever he leads me. • 
Gibson (shown in the picture, kneel-
ing on the left) was a leader of the 
Brethren in Christ gospel team at Choma 
Secondary School. He is now a student 
at Sikalongo Bible Institute. 
study, fellowship and service for him. 
From sharing in the public services to 
washing dishes, the Lord was both my 
motivation and my strength. I served the 
Lord at the Life Line Mission until the 
summer of 1974. It was at the Mission 
that I met Mary Ann, who later became 
my wife and who has since been so faith-
ful and supportive in my pastoral minis-
try. Certainly our God is a God of mira-
cles and surprises! • 
Since leaving Life Line Mission, Gil-
bert graduated from Messiah College. 
He and Mary Ann are presently the pas-
toral couple for the Union Grove (IN) 






At a service held at the New Guilford 
Brethren in Christ Church near Cham-
bersburg, PA, Terry Hoke was ordained 
to the Christian ministry. At the age of 
17, Terry accepted Christ after seeing 
the film "The Restless Ones." Following 
a tour of duty in Vietnam, he began 
attending the Brethren in Christ Church 
in 1968, becoming a lay minister in 1975. 
In 1977 he was named associate pas-
tor of the New Guilford congregation, 
and in August of 1981 accepted the invi-
tation to pastor the Van Lear congrega-
tion in Hagerstown, MD. 
An a l u m n u s of Messiah College 
(1977-79), he and his wife Linda (Evans) 
have three children: Tara, Stephen, and 
Justin. 
Bishop Alvin J. Book delivered the 
ordination message, with Rev. Maurice 
Bender, pastor of the New Guilford 
congregation, presenting the charge to 
Terry and Linda. 
Gordon Gooderham 
On Sunday, November 15, Gordon 
T. Gooderham was ordained to the 
Christian ministry. The service was held 
at the Riverside Chapel, Fort Erie, Ont., 
where he serves as pastor. Bishop Har-
vey R. Sider presided at the services and 
delivered the sermon. Rev. John Day 
presented the charge. 
ft. ' i 
Gordon and his wife, Joan , are grad-
uates of Ontario Bible College. A note 
f rom his pastoral profile says, "This call-
ing of God into the Christian ministry 
was anticipated in infancy by a Baptist 
pastor when he declared that Gordon 
would one day be a preacher of the 
Gospel." 
Gordon serves as Bible teacher at 
Niagara Christian College and is cur-
rently assistant moderator of the Cana-
dian Conference. Gordon and Joan are 
the parents of nine children. 
Carl Keefer joins 
Messiah Village staff 
Carl Keefer has joined the staff of Messiah 
Village as field representative in the devel-
o p m e n t off ice , with a special focus on 
planned giving. Since 1978 he was the Direc-
tor of Stewardship and Finance ( U.S.) for 
the Brethren in Christ Church, involved in 
capital fund raising, will preparation, estate 
planning, and personal financial counsel. 
Prior to that, he had served with Philhaven 
Hospital in a number of administrative 
capacities. 
Carl holds a Bachelors degree in Business 
Administration from Elizabethtown Col-
lege and a M. A. in Health Services Adminis-
tration from Antioch College. He has author-
ed several books in the stewardship field: 
"Managing Personal Finances," "Successful 
Capital Fund Raising for Growing Congre-
gations," and "You and Your Will: A Guide 
to Christian Estate Planning." 
Carl and his wife D o n n a have two chil-
dren, Michele (15) and Todd (12). They have 
attended the Skyline View congregation 
since 1965. 
Nurses' Association 
To Meet At Conference 
The Brethren in Christ Nurses' Associa-
tion plans to meet on Tuesday, July 6, 1982 
in connection with General Conference, to 
be held at Azusa Pacific University, Azusa, 
CA. The dinner meeting, which will begin at 
5:00 p.m., will feature Arlene Miller, R.N., 
w h o is Secretary for H o m e Ministries of 
Brethren in Christ Missions. Her theme will 
be "Your Work is Your Ministry." 
Persons wishing to attend will use the reg-
ular Conference meal ticket. More details 
will be available at General Conference, or 
may be obtained from the association's pres-
ident, Priscilla S immons, 1738 Windy Hill 
Road, Lancaster, P A 17602. 
Paul Doutrich, mayor of Harrisburg, 
PA, addresses a crowd of over 500 
attending the Nov. 22 rededication ser-
vice for the Paxton Street Home. Shown 
with Mayor Doutrich is Glenn Dalton, 
pastor of the Harrisburg congregation. 
Following the service, visitors toured the 
newly-renovated building. 
Allegheny Conference 
The Pioneer Girls of the Dillsburg congregation 
gave a special presentation to the church on Sun-
day evening, Jan. 31. • Rev. Robert Byers has 
become the Senior pastor of the Hollowell con-
gregation. Rev. Byers served as interim pastor for 
the past five months. 
A Dedication Service was held recently by the 
South Mountain congregation for a new educa-
tional wing and renovated basement. 
Atlantic Conference 
The Elizabethtown congregation held a noon 
fellowship meal on Sunday, Jan. 10, as a time of 
farewell to their associate pastoral family, the 
Gary Eldreds. • Rev. and Mrs. Gary Eldred were 
installed as the pastoral couple of the Holden Park 
congregation on Sunday, Jan. 24. 
The Mount Pleasant congregation held a Bible 
Conference on Jan. 9 and 10. Dr. Owen Alderfer 
was the guest speaker and used as his theme: "The 
Church—A Committed Community." 
Canadian Conference 
The Bertie congregation reports eight persons 
were baptized on Sunday evening, Jan. 17. • Sun-
day, Jan. 17 was designated as Friendship Sunday 
by the Massey Place congregation with 33 families 
either being host or guest for an afternoon of 
fellowship. The Bill Gaither Trio presented an 
evening of music. 
The film, "The Night the Animals Talked" was 
shown by the Westheights congregation. Fifteen 
hundred flyers were handed out to homes in the 
community, inviting them to the film and candle-
light service. 
Central Conference 
The Dayton congregation reports receiving a 
person into fellowship on Sunday, Jan. 3. • A film 
on abortion was shown by the Nappanee congre-
gation on Sunday evening, Feb. 7. Also, a panel of 
four persons responded to the topic. 
The Missionary Prayer Fellowship of the Pleas-
ant Hill congregation was in charge of the Sunday 
evening service, Jan. 3. After an MCC slide-tape 
presentation of Africa, a report was given on the 
Paxton Street Home in Harrisburg. 
Midwest Conference 
Seven persons were received into membership 
by the Bethany congregation on Sunday, Jan. 17. 
• The Rosebank congregation reports holding a 
farewell and thank-you day on Sunday, Jan. 10 for 
Rev. and Mrs. Howard Bishop, for six months' 
service as interim pastor. The congregation also 
welcomed their new pastoral couple, the Jesse 
Dourtes, on Sunday, Jan. 17. 
On Sunday, Jan. 24, five persons were received 
into fellowship by the Zion congregation. 
Pacific Conference 
The Alta Loma congregation hosted a special 
meeting regarding Selective Service Registration 
on Friday evening, Jan. 22. Jim Amstutz, who is 
with MCC, was the resource person. 
12 Evangelical Visitor 
For The Record . . . 
Births 
Ayotte: Joseph, Sept. 11; Roland and Eliza-
beth (Oldengarm) Ayotte, Fordwich congrega-
tion, Ont. 
Dezwaan: Curtis John, Jan. 5; John and Karen 
Dezwaan, Heise Hill congregation, Ont. 
Flory: Nicole Marie and Monica Ann, Dec. 29; 
Todd and Elaine (Stoner) Flory, New Guilford 
congregation, Pa. 
Hassinger: Katie Lauren, Jan. 2; Barry and 
Joan Hassinger, Elizabethtown congregation, Pa. 
Hoover: Melissa Rena, Sept. 27; chosen by 
Carol and Steven Hoover, Dec. 15, Abilene con-
gregation, Ks. 
Laming: Kysha Anne, Dec. 5; Tim and Char-
lene Laming, Mooretown congregation, Mi. 
McCullough: Stacy Ann, Jan. 3; Robert and 
Kathy McCullough, Bethel (Merrill) congrega-
tion, Mi. 
Norman: Joseph Charles, Jan. 18; Stanley and 
Beth Norman, Labish congregation, Or. 
Sollenberger: Kimberly Jo, Jan. 19; James and 
Debbie Sollenberger, Air Hill congregation, Pa. 
Weddings 
Kindy-Cox: Sherry M., daughter of Mrs. 
Tonie Croisant, Midland, Mi., and Mr. Jerry Cox, 
Bay City, Mi., and Mark L., son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Erie Kindy, Midland, Mi., Nov. 21, in the Our 
Saviour Lutheran Church, Midland, with Rev. 
Larry Warsinaki officiating. 
Lindsay-Tasker: Diana Joy Tasker, daughter 
of Mrs. Max Rodriguez, Souderton, Pa., and 
J o h n Tasker , Ridge Valley, Pa. , and Allen 
Richard, son of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Lindsay, 
Souderton, Pa., Jan. 9, in the Silverdale Brethren 
in Christ Church with Rev. Omer King officiating. 
Vundla-Buckwalter: Karen, daughter of Rev. 
and Mrs. Lloyd Buckwalter, Howard, Pa., and 
Donald, son of Elizabeth Vundla, Zimbabwe, 
Africa, Jan . 2, in the Cross Roads Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. Luke Keefer Sr., and 
Rev. Dale H. Engle officiating. 
Obituaries 
Carter: O. K. Carter, Breckenridge, Mi., born 
Oct. 22,1898, died Jan. 11,1982. He is survived by 
his wife, Ollie; two sons: Delbert and Lyle; 10 
grandchildren; four step-grandchildren; and nine 
great-grandchildren. A son preceded him in death. 
Rev. Bedsaul Agee conducted the funeral service. 
Interment was in the Ridgelawn Cemetery, Breck-
enridge, Mi. 
Cober: Roy Allen Cober, Fordwich, Ont., born 
Jan . 3, 1968, died Dec. 19, 1981, in the Wingham 
Hospital, Ont. He was the son of Earl and Anne 
(Wyld) Cober who survive. Also surviving are a 
sister, Arlene; and a brother, James. The funeral 
service was conducted in the Fordwich Brethren in 
Eli Lilly and Company recently gave a magnetic instrument valued at $100,000 to 
Messiah College. Alumnus Paul Landis was the key person in arranging the gift. An 
electronics technician for Lilly, he donated two and a half days to setting up the 
instrument in Kline Hall of Science and giving operational instructions. The spec-
trometer, weighing 4500 pounds, enables the organic chemist to "see" the hydrogen 
atoms in a molecule, making possible rapid and conclusive determination of molecu-
lar construction. 
Pictured above is Dr. Karl Oberholser, Assistant Professor of Chemistry at Messiah 
College, at the console of the spectrometer. The time averaging computer is to his left 
and the 4500 pound electro-magnet is to his right. 
Christ Church by Rev. Kenneth Smith. Interment 
was in the Maple Grove Cemetery. 
Fretz: Mrs. Ada Engle (Heise) Fretz, born 
Sept. 22, 1892 in Brown Co., Ks., died Dec. 25, 
1981, in Stouffville, Ont. In 1927 she was married 
to Oren Fretz who preceded her in death in 1971. 
She is survived by two sons: Norman and Eldon; 
five grandchildren; a brother, Edgar, and a sister, 
Mrs. Velma Wagaman. She accepted the Lord at 
an early age and became a member of the Pleasant 
Hill Brethren in Christ Church. Ks. She later 
became a member of the Heise Hill Brethren in 
Christ Church, Ont., where the funeral service was 
conducted by Rev. Roy Nigh. Interment was in 
the Heise Hill Cemetery. 
Thomas: Mrs. S. Ellen Thomas, Breezewood, 
Pa., born Feb. 16, 1901, died Nov. 9 ,1981, inPenn 
Knoll Village, Everett, Pa. She was married to 
George E. Thomas who preceded her in death in 
1950. She is survived by five children: Mrs. Beulah 
Foor, Guy, Mrs. Beatrice Wagner, Edna Hite, and 
Margaret College; two sisters; 13 grandchildren; 
20 great-grandchildren; and two great-great-grand-
children. The funeral service was conducted by 
Rev. Kenne'h Diable and Rev. Curtis Bryant. 
Interment was in Mt. Zion Lutheran Cemetery. 
Wingert: Cheryl Elaine Wingert, Lakewood, 
Ca., born Aug. 22, 1956, died Jan. 11, 1982. She 
was the daughter of Laban M. and Lillian Morphet 
Wingert, Chambersburg, Pa., who survive. Also 
surviving are two brothers: Laverne and Greg; a 
sister, Beth; and paternal grandmother, Mrs. 
Clara Wingert. She was a member of the New 
Guilford Brethren in Christ Church where the 
funeral service was conducted by Rev. Maurice 
Bender and Rev. Terry Hoke. Interment was in 
the adjoining cemetery. 
Cober: Albert Edward Cober, Messiah Village, 
Mechanicsburg, Pa., born Nov. 11, 1901 in Gorm-
ley, Ont., died Jan. 4, 1982. He was the son of 
Joseph and Leah Eshelman Cober. In 1929 he 
married Geneva Zook who preceded him in death. 
In 1965 he married Alma Gramm who survives. 
He is also survived by a son, Louis O.; three 
grandchildren; a foster son, Freddie French; three 
brothers: Harvey, Earl, and Harold; and two sis-
ters: Mrs. Luella Klinck and Mrs. Rhoda Forsyth. 
In 1935 he and his wife established the North 
Star Mission in Saskatchewan. He later pastored 
the Franklin Corners Church (now known as 
Morrison Brethren in Christ Church), served as 
Superintendent of the Mt. Carmel Children's 
Home, and as manager of Camp Freedom. A 
memorial service was conducted in the Messiah 
Village by Rev. Simon Lehman Jr., Rev. LeRoy 
Walters, and Rev. Jerel Book, and also in the 
Morrison Brethren in Christ Church by Bishop 
David Climenhaga and Rev. Aaron Nice. Inter-
ment was in the Grove Hill Cemetery, Morrison. 
Tribute 
We wish to pay tribute to our brother, Rev. 
Albert Cober, who served the Lord and the 
Brethren in Christ Church faithfully for many 
years. Even though as a young man he had not 
aspired to the ministry, yet he accepted the call of 
the church as f rom the Lord. He was ordained at 
the Oklahoma General Conference in 1936 by the 
Home Mission Board. Brother Cober was unas-
suming and without ostentation. He loved his 
Lord and his church and leaves a legacy of loyalty 
and love, being loved by many whose lives he 
touched. His example is one we do well to follow. 
He has heard, we believe, his Lord's, "Well, done, 
good and faithful servant, enter into the joys of thy 
Lord." 
Board of Bishops 
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Readers Respond 
Thanks and a 
prayer request 
When we arrived in this mining city 
for church growth training we stayed for 
more than a week without one bit of 
mail. We hadn't realized how much we 
depended on it until we didn't have it. 
But yesterday (Jan. 13) the forwarded 
items came through and we had 27 piec-
es of mail! What a feast for two lone 
missionaries! There were Christmas 
cards, family letters, newsletters, and the 
Visitor. It was the Christmas issue and 
even though the season is over we 
enjoyed each article. I especially appre-
ciated the thoughtful and practical arti-
cle by Luke Keefer, Jr. on the virgin 
birth. Roy Sider's article about church 
growth in Nicaragua was also especially 
interesting to us. 
Here in Wankie we are having per-
haps the most challenging and exciting 
experience of our lives. In answer to the 
prayers of many we have come with high 
expectancy ourselves and have found a 
young church already planted which is 
interested in growing, has some compe-
tent Christians already showing leader-
ship ability, and which exists in the 
midst of great need. Of 33,000 popula-
tion only a small percentage are com-
mitted Christians (we have no way of 
knowing how many yet), the people are 
readily accessible living in close proxim-
ity, and we have (by putting together 
ideas from many different evangelism 
programs) been able to develop a plan 
for house to house evangelization which 
seems to be practical and can be carried 
on by the church after we leave. We have 
also been experiencing excellent prayer 
and study times with two evangelists 
which are here from the established 
church farther south, and we have al-
ready (in a little over a week) had nine 
people who have prayed prayers of 
repentance and received Christ. We do 
not claim that they are permanent addi-
tions to the church as yet, but they are 
certainly potential members! 
We do not have the means to dupli-
cate our prayer letter here in Wankie, so 
perhaps if this letter could be slipped 
into the next Visitor, those who are 
praying for us could be encouraged and 
could increase the spiritual warfare they 
are waging for Wankie. We are expect-
ing God to do great things here and to 
encourage the established church in 
Zimbabwe through the growth here. 
Grace and Fred Holland 
Wankie, Zambia 
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Principles and Practices 
As a relatively new member of this 
denomination, I wish to make known 
some concerns regarding "Principles 
and Practices" that have been laying 
very heavily on my conscience. Practices 
that I believe, leave us open to derision 
from the world and needlessly place 
stumbling blocks in the path of the faith-
ful. These practices are the Head Cover-
ing, the Holy Kiss, Nonresistance and to 
a lesser extent, Separation. 
At the outset, I must state that I fully 
support these doctrines as delineated in 
the Manual of Doctrine and Govern-
ment. In fact, it was these doctrines, plus 
the observance of Love Feast, that first 
attracted our family to this denomina-
tion. Saying this, as my contacts within 
the greater brotherhood have increased, 
you can surely empathize with my dis-
tress at the apparent hypocrisy between 
expressed principles and actual perfor-
mance. 
The scriptural justification for each of 
these doctrines plus its basically pre-
scribed form is carefully detailed in the 
Manual of Doctrine and Government, 
either in the doctrine section or the 
Christian Life and Practices articles. 
(The practices of the Scriptural Head 
Covering and the Holy Kiss are also 
discussed in the new members course, 
On Being Brethren in Christ, lesson 
four.) 
The intent of each of these doctrines 
and its general observation is very clear-
ly stated in the manual. My concern 
is—how is it that the statements of doc-
trines are considered by the majority to 
be merely guidelines, while the material 
structures of the organization (the govern-
mental articles) are followed scrupu-
lously? In its preface, the manual states 
that its purpose is to "set forth the struc-
ture and methods by which the Church 
operates and the beliefs and manner of 
life of her members... securely based on 
the Word of God." If the majority of the 
brotherhood has perceived that the 
manual attained its objectives, how is it 
that such commonly-held doctrines hold 
so little observance throughout so much 
of the brotherhood? 
I am the first to agree that a person's 
beliefs are between God and himself and 
that any statement on Biblical interpre-
tation can, at best, only represent the 
overall consensus of the body at that 
given moment. However, a practice is 
another story. A practice is a visible 
expression of the invisible Church and 
as such can be agreed upon and uni-
formly observed. 
The article on the Head Covering 
clearly states "an external symbolism," 
the form of which obviously is best left 
up to cultural and personal dictates, as 
long as it fulfills the biblical require-
ments and is truly an "external symbol-
ism." Would persons of good faith truly 
be offended if the brotherhood insisted 
that this is our practice and that to do 
otherwise would be a violation of our 
understanding of scripture? 
This argument could be made for 
each doctrine I've named, but the obvi-
ous point is—let us not be hypocrites. 
We have set our standards and defined 
our positions; to be a true witness, must 
we not live them? Christ's instructions 
are very clear, "If you love me, keep my 
commandments" (John 14:15); as are 
Paul's, "Be ye followers of me, even as I 
also am of Christ. Now I praise you, 
brethren, that ye remember me in all 
things and keep the ordinances as I de-
livered them to you" (I Cor. 11:1,2). 
If the brotherhood no longer under-
stands the doctrinal practices as it has 
stated them, then let us return to our 
Bibles and our knees until we can give 
good answer. But if our manual is still 
the distillation of our corporate under-
standing, then as faithful and truthful 
ministers and disciples of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, let us practice our princi-
ples as we have stated them. 
Mark Drew 
Des Moines, IA 
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Who is inconsistent? 
In the "1981: Religion in Review" by 
Gary Warner (January 10), I think a 
rather flippant attitude is taken toward 
Christians with pro-family, pro-moral 
concerns. The article talks about the 
inconsistency of anti-abortion people in 
supporting the military. In the first 
place, pro-life people come from many 
ideological spectrums. In the second 
place it appears just as glaringly incon-
sistent when liberals/libertarians want 
to make peace with communists and 
socialists while demanding the right to 
murder their own babies! There is no 
doubt in my mind that if the Virgin 
Mary were to come to many professing 
Christians today with her strange situa-
tion, many of them would recommend 
an abortion to her. _ , _ Raymond Banner 
Des Moines, IA 
Christian Hoiiness 
Convention Set for 
Kansas City in April 
The Christian Holiness Association, 
which represents 17 denominations, 50 
educational institutions, and 2 mission-
ary organizations, will host its 114th 
annual Convention at the Sheraton 
Royal Hotel and Conference Center in 
Kansas City, Missouri, April 20-22. 
Among the featured speakers are 
Rev. Wingrove Taylor, General Super-
intendent of the Carribean Wesleyan 
Church, and Mr. Chuck Colson, founder 
and president of Prison Ministry Fel-
lowship. Colson's celebrated conversion 
to Christ was documented in the inter-
national best-seller Born Again, pub-
lished in 1976. His second book, Life 
Sentence, published in November of 
1979, chronicles both his own growth as 
a Christian and the first years of Prison 
Fellowship's ministry. 
There will be a total of eight seminars 
offered, among them "Revival through 
Holiness Evangelism" and "To Assist 
Pastors and Lay Persons in Becoming 
Partners in Ministry." 
The theme for this year's Convention 
is "Holiness and Revival." The Bible 
studies, seminars, and evangelistic ral-
lies will not only explore the history of 
revival, but will seek to equip the college 
or church in implementing revival and 
spiritual renewal. 
For more information, contact the 
Christian Holiness Association, 7 Law-
rence Avenue, Stanhope, NJ 07874, 
201-347-1272. 
EDITORIAL 
The photo file 
Yesterday I spent more than an hour rummaging through a file of old 
photographs, hoping to discover a cover picture for this issue. At the end of 
my quest I was impressed by the variety of "stories" represented by the 
handful of pictures on my desk. 
Here is a snapshot of a cabin full of boys at summer camp. On the side is 
written, "bed-time devotions; Jay Sisco, counselor." What are the nine boys 
in the cabin doing today? Do they tell stories about falling into the lake, or 
getting lost in the woods? Were friendships made that summer which have 
lasted until today? Was that year at camp a turning point in their spiritual 
life? 
This enlargement shows an older home in Ohio, thought to be the site of 
the 1871 General Conference. I can almost hear John Mohler telling his 
grandchildren (if he had some) about hosting Conference. "You should have 
seen it, we had people everywhere . . . ." 
"Morning worship congregation May 1962" is on the back of this photo 
taken at the Chicago Mission. From contacts with persons who grew up in 
Chicago, I've gleaned bits and pieces of the mission's impact on the total 
church. In fact, one of Linda's relatives, Sarah Bert, helped to start the 
misson. We'll be telling that story to our children. This picture shows nine 
attractive children and teenagers in the front two rows. I wonder—do they 
tell stories about experiences in Chicago and at the mission to their children 
today? 
Look at this photo—a father and three sons, all ministers in the Brethren 
in Christ Church. What good, solid leadership these men have given. And 
now his grandchildren are active in missions and in local congregations. I 
know this family—they spend time sharing stories of their family with 
children, grandchildren and great grandchildren. But here are several other 
photos of people I don't know. (I suspect they are unknown to most people 
in the church today.) And yet they very likely were just as dedicated to the 
Lord as this family of preachers, just as careful to share their faith with 
family and neighbors. And I am reminded again that each of us has a story to 
tell, not just the "celebrity" or well-known church leader. 
Sometime ago, a woman who lives in a neighboring town contacted 
Evangel Press, looking for a publisher who would print her life story in book 
form. After reading a chapter of manuscript, I gave her my opinion—that 
while her story might not be accepted by a book publisher, it was very 
valuable for her own family. The narrative of her difficult childhood, 
unhappy marriages, and her inner struggle culminated in a strong Christian 
faith (while similar to the stories of many other persons) is uniquely her 
story, and as such will have special meaning to her children and her congre-
gation. She agreed, and plans to finish the handwritten manuscript, writing 
with her family in mind. 
Your story—are you sharing it? Are you keeping a journal or a diary? Are 
you writing down or putting on cassette tape some of the stories you heard 
your parents, aunts and uncles tell? Are you taking pictures (and putting 
explanations on the back!)? As Morris Sider points out in this issue's lead 
article, we need to develop the art of telling stories as a way to provide 
continuity, establish identity, and communicate faith. 
Your story—it is a special legacy. Don't deprive your family or church by 
failing to share it with them. G 
\ J 
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Peace Emphasis Sunday—Mar. 7 
Churches receive 
study guide on 
nuclear war 
Virtually every Brethren in Christ 
and Mennoni te congregat ion in the 
United States received a free copy of A 
Matter of Faith: A Study Guide for 
Churches on the Nuclear Arms Race, 
dur ing Janua ry and February . 
"Our goal is to help congregat ions 
to take the first step in responding to 
the greatest threat to life in the history 
A special, four-page insert was in 
the Feb. 10 issue of the Evangelical 
Visitor (the Jan. 25 issue for Canadi-
ans). All persons attending General 
Conference should fill in and submit 
the requested information on lodg-
ing, meals, and transportation. Even 
those who plan to drive back and 
forth f rom their homes are asked to 
complete the forms. 
Because of the July 1 holiday in 
Canada and the July 4 holiday in the 
U.S., it is extremely urgent to make 
reservations early on planes, trains, 
and buses. The same urgency applies 
for those who plan to camp in area 
campsites or stay in motels. 
To underline this point: all seats on 
the morning World Airways flight on 
July 2 f rom Baltimore to Los Angeles 
are now taken. However, the Con-
vention Director has a block of 45 
seats on that flight, of which 17 are 
already taken. The remaining 28 seats 
are on a first come, first served basis. 
Your pastor has complete informa-
tion on this and other flights on 
World Airways, and also on char-
of the human race," said J o h n Stoner, 
executive secretary of Mennoni te Cen-
tral Commit tee U.S. Peace Section 
and originator of the idea of the mail-
ing to the churches. "The materials we 
are mailing treat the a rms race as a 
fundamenta l challenge to the integrity 
of Christian fai th." 
Compiled by Sojourners commun-
ity in Washington, D.C., A Matter of 
Faith is a compilat ion of 30 articles on 
the risk and consequences of nuclear 
war, the role of the church in the arms 
race, and the biblical principles that 
make this a matter of fai th for Chris-
tians. 
Margaret Allen, a member of U.S. 
Peace Section f r o m Philadelphia, Pa. , 
commented on the mailing. "Black 
and Hispanic people are feeling the 
effects of cutbacks in federal funds for 
tered bus travel to Conference. 
Requests for meeting rooms and 
display space should be directed to 
the Convention Director. Please note 
the last issue under "General Confer-
ence Information" for details. 
Conference telephone numbers 
will be: Information Booth, (213) 
969-8219; General Conference Secre-
tary, (213) 969-6114; and Auditorium 
Platform, (213) 969-3219. If there is 
no answer to any of these numbers, 
call Azusa Pacific University, (213) 
969-3434, and ask for Conference 
Services. 
Pre-registration, with the pre-pay-
ment of all fees, is once again the 
procedure for the 1982 Conference. 
Introduced for the first time at the 
1980 Conference, people attending 
General Conference were highly pleas-
ed that the registration time upon 
arrival was greatly reduced. 
For additional information or reg-
istration forms, contact your pastor 
or the Convention Director, Paul 
Hostet ler , Gran tham, P A 17027. 
Phone (717) 766-2621. 
social services. A study of these mate-
rials could open their eyes to where the 
money is really going—into the mili-
tary." 
Allen, who is the director of a day 
care center, observed that some urban 
young adults respond to the money 
and travel incentives of military re-
cruiters as a way to get ahead. "But ," 
she said, "if it continues—if we go into 
a nuclear war—nobody is going to be 
able to take advantage of those bene-
fits. People of ten aren' t looking at the 
end result." 
The mailing includes an evaluation 
of the study guide f r o m an Anabapt is t 
perspective by Randal l Bassinger of 
Tabor College, copies of the New Abo-
l i t ionis t C o v e n a n t and the Wor ld 
Peace Pledge, and two pages of sug-
gestions for use of the materials in the 
congregation. Pas tors are advised to 
review the materials with their church 
council or board to determine appro-
priate ways to use them. 
A grant of $6,000 f r o m the Showal-
ter F o u n d a t i o n in N e w t o n , Kan . , 
funded the purchase of the books, post-
age for mailing them, and the purchase 
of addi t ional materials and some staff 
t ime for fol low-up by U.S. Peace Sec-
tion. 
Weldon Nisly, Philadelphia-based 
M C C volunteer, wrote the suggestions 
for congregational use of the mailing. 
He called for prayer by everyone who 
knows that the mailing is taking place. 
"We do not know what God will do 
about the arms race," he said, "but we 
do know that when God's people pray, 
some things happen which otherwise 
would not have happened." 
CONFERENCE 
TRAVEL BULLETIN 
Fare reductions have been announced by 
several airlines flying between Baltimore 
and Los Angeles. For information, call 
Paul Hostetler (717) 766-2621 or check 
with your pastor. 
General Conference Information 
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